
During the months of February and 
March, Literacy Volunteers tutors, 
students and Board members have 
been very active meeting with our 
delegation of NYS Legislators both 
at home and in Albany to discuss 
the needs of LVR students. On the 
local level, LVR representatives met 
with the Senator Robach and As-
sembly member Susan John as well 
as staff of Senator Alessi and As-
sembly members Morelle, Gantt and 
Reilich. On March 8th a team from 
LVR traveled to Albany to attend the 
Literacy New York annual meeting 
and met with Senator Robach and 
Assembly member Errigo and the 
staff of Senator Alessi, as well as 

Assembly members John, Koon, and 
Morelle. 

The purpose of these visits was to 
inform legislators and their staff 
about the impact of LVR programs 
and services on the lives of our 
students as well as the rewards that 
our volunteers receive through their 
commitment. 

LVR receives approximately 40% 
of its annual operating budget from 
New York State via the NYS Depart-
ment of Education. The funding sup-
port which LVR receives is called 
ALE (Adult Literacy Education) and 
it totals $3.3 million for all of New 

York State. Literacy New York, our 
state association is supporting an 
increase of $1.7 million in funding. 
Additionally, our volunteers were 
able to thank our legislators for 
their support of literacy programs. 
Several area legislators have helped 
obtain support for LVR programs. 
In the current budget year, LVR 
has received support via the ef-
forts of Senators Robach and Alessi 
and Assemblyman Errigo! Thanks 
to all our volunteers and students 
for spreading the message about 
the good works of LVR and to the 
Monroe County delegation for your 
support of adult literacy services in 
our community! 

Literacy Volunteers and Students Meet with Area Legislators

LitBits
249 Highland Avenue, Rochester New York 14620-3036 • (585) 473-3030 • www.literacyrochester.org

Spring 2005LVR
Literacy Volunteers

of Rochester

Charlotte Klose and Amy Fan have 
been working together for 18 months. 
Amy is originally from China and has 
been living in the United States with 
her husband and daughter. She is an 
eager English learner and according to 
Charlotte, “She continues to work as 
hard and enthusiastically as ever and is 
progressing well, especially in vocabu-
lary development and speaking clear 
English with confidence.  She continues 
her strong interest in learning about 
New York state history and womenʼs 
rights; weʼve now read aloud and dis-
cussed together nearly half of the book 
about Susan B. Anthony, And Justice 
for All.”

Student Writings 
from Amy Fan

Charlotteʼs Tutor Tip:
One useful technique which 
I consistently use to expand 
Amyʼs vocabulary is to help 
her build her own personal 
dictionary.
In a given session, she chooses 
five words new to her that we 
find in our reading or con-
versation. We both copy each 
new word on a 2”x3” card, 
marking any special pronun-
ciation problems, and on the 
back of the card, we write its 
meaning in words which Amy 
understands (not “dictionary” 
definitions.)
We each number our cards 
consecutively and add five 
new words every second 
session. In our meetings 
in between, we drill on the 
pronunciation and meanings 
as needed.  Thereafter, we 
both try hard to use these new 
words as often as possible.

These two writings were written one year 
apart. Notice the more complex sentence 
structure that Amy uses in The Worst Trip, 

and her ability to write in cursive.



I recently had the opportunity to write a 
Speaking Out letter to the Democrat and 
Chronicle in which we outlined some of 
the challenges faced by LVR students 
and others in dealing with the 'new liter-
acy.' In a world of increased forms, docu-
mentation and web based information, it 
can be a struggle for adults with limited 
basic literacy and English skills to keep 
up. From choosing energy providers to 
health care decisions, the tools we need 
to be functionally literate are changing.

Part of the mission of LVR is to raise 
awareness in our community about 
the issue of literacy and to support the 
efforts of individuals and organizations 
to address it. This yearʼs spring fundrais-
ing event, in addition to raising financial 
support for LVR through the “Raffle for 
Reading,”  had a  goal to raise aware-
ness about literacy. LVR volunteers and 
staff will be appearing throughout the 
community at organizations, meetings 
and through local media to help our com-
munity raise its awareness level about 
literacy and LVR. 

During the past months, our students, 
volunteers and board members have been 
meeting with local legislators locally and 
in Albany to share that message as well. 
It is an important reminder that while we 
discuss the educational needs of children, 
we not forget the needs of their parents 
who need the tools to compete effective-
ly in the work force and to help support 
their childʼs education. 

LVR is also partnering with ProLiteracy 
through its national contacts to raise 
awareness. Through its work with Wal-
Mart, ProLiteracy has provided a country 
music CD by some of the top country 
artists about literacy.  Copies of the CD 
are available at LVR– stop by and pick 
yours up today! 

ProLiteracy has also partnered with 
Hasbro, Inc. to provide Scrabble 
games for local events and LVR held 
a Scrabble Party on March 30, 2005 at 
the Cooperative Extension Auditorium. 
The Scrabble Party was a fun event for 
students and tutors teaming together and 
playing Scrabble. 

These efforts to raise awareness help 
increase support for LVR and the work 
that you all do. Please share your experi-
ences and these events and efforts with 
others you know. Thank you for all you 
do to support LVR, literacy and to pro-
mote awareness in our community. 

From the Executive Director - Bob Mahar
Directors Update: Raising Awareness about Literacy 

At our last Board meeting, we agreed 
that we have three priorities for the 
remainder of the year.  They are:

 Actively support the spring  
 fundraising event to ensure the  

 continued good financial health  
 of the organization

 Engage our New York   
 State leg islators to carry for 
 ward the message about the need  
 to increase literacy in the com 
 munity reminding them of our  
 role in it.

 Complete the Strategic Plan, our   
 road map for the next several  
 years.

You can help LVR achieve these goals 
by talking to those you know (friends, 
relatives, legislators, neighbors, co-work-
ers, etc.) about the good the organization 

does. Raising awareness of the literacy 
problem in the Rochester area and what 
you and the organization are doing about 
it is one of the key goals of the Strategic 
Plan. (And speaking of the Strategic 
Plan, you will have a chance to review it 
at the Annual Meeting.)

Itʼs with great sadness that I talk about 
the passing of Grace Weinstein.  She was 
an active volunteer for over 20 years who 
supported the organization in multiple 
ways.  She and her best friend “Abby” 
(an English sheepdog) were often seen 
in the office.  Long-term volunteers like 
Grace have been one of the strengths of 
the organization over the years. She will 
be sorely missed.

Message from the President – John Laurence 

■

■

■

2005 Charity Golf Outing
Co-sponsored by Rush-Henrietta Rotary Club and Literacy Volunteers of Rochester

Monday, July 18, 2005 at the Country Club of Mendon 
Call for information: 473-3030



Our Donors
These donors made gifts to Literacy 
Volunteers of Rochester between 
November 1, 2004, and January 31, 2005.  
If we have made an error or omission in 
the listings, please contact our office at 
473-3030.

$5,000 and Above
Davenport-Hatch Foundation; Empire 
State Development Corporation-
Assemblyman Joseph Errigo; Special 
Legislative Grant (NYS Dept. of 
Education)-Senator James Alesi; and 
Special Legislative Grant (NYS Dept. of 
Education)-Senator Joseph Robach 

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (2)

$500 - $999
Jean E. Groff, Audrey W. Holly, Rose-
Marie B. Klipstein, Jeffery H. Marks, 
Susan and Dr. David Spector

$250 - $499
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Briggs, Sarah H. 
Collins, Edward Hourihan and Bridget 
Dee, Peter M. Kaplan, Laurie J. and 
Vincent A. Leo, Diane Rambo, Barbara 
and Lincoln Wainright, Peg Warrick, 
Anne G. Whitman, Sue Ellen Windsor, 
Eileen and David Woods

$100 - $249
Anonymous (2), Dr. and Mrs. Charles J. 
Avallone, Brockport Rotary Club–District 
7120, Irene Burch, Steve Carper and 
Linda C. Saalman, Ronald Chapuran, 
Eileen K. Chiaramonte, Mary Lewis 
Consler, Anne C. Coon and Craig J. 
Zicari, Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Dale, 
Kathleen A. Dear, Mary and Jim Franzek, 
Barbara Fulford, Laura Tykol Garrison, 
Peter Giopulos, Greenwood Books, Faith 
Hall, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Hickey, Chi-
an Hong and Hsiu-Hsing Cheng, David 
and Marcia Johnson, Steven Ketch, Kim 
Kimball, Fred and Pat Krenzer, John A. 
Laurence, Yongchun and Yeh-Her Lee, 
Bernard and Jamie Lillis, Allison List, 
Jean Losinger, Rita M. Martin, Bonnie 
Martin, Jean W. Morris, A. F. Mugnolo, 
Carl F. and Nancy A. Oster, Dr. and Mrs. 
Leon Pacala, Mr. and Mrs. William C. 
Powell, Michael and Linda Raha, Phyllis 
Ritterson, Susan Rogers, Stuart and Jodi 
Sacks, Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Schaefer 
in memory of Mary Sue Schaefer, Roger 
and Carolyn Selsam, Sterling and Jean 
Weaver, Charles L. Werner, Barbara E. 
Whitney, Joan Zeller and Steven Daniel

$50 - $99
Betty Jane Altier, Anonymous (4), 
Mike and Jane Bleeg, J. Dennis Chasse, 
Community Christian Church, Stewart 
D. Davis, James E. Dierks, Jane K. 
Doyle, Dave and Nance Fiedler, Anabel 
C. Frankenstein, Cynthia Goldstein in 
memory of Grace Weinstein, Marian 
Griswold, Anne R. Guenther, David 
Hancock D.V.M., Neva J. Hoffmeier, 
Theron T. Holden, Donald and Polly 
Hunsberger, Thomas and Elisabeth 
Judson, Richard and Wendy Kane, 
Charlotte A. Klose, Gloria Langston, 
Paul and Inez Law, Jean and Joseph T. 
Lee, Al and Joyce Lorenzo, John and 
Carol Malach, Pam and Jim Metzler, 
Anthony and Irene Micros, Jill Miller, 
Anita C. Miller, Peggy Savlov, Jane 
Schulitz and Fred Schulitz, Albert C. and 
Margaret Ross Snell, Ruth A. Unzicker, 
Dr. and Mrs. James Vandenberg, Mellissa 
Woodhams

$25 - $49
Anonymous (10), Virginia Barclay, Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Beil, Roberta L. Berger, 
Susan R. Boland, Judith Boyd, Robertta 
L. Bradley, Gary and Judy Cantleberry, 
Edline M. Chun, Laura Ciaio, Mr. and 
Mrs. Anthony Cinotti, Mr. and Mrs. 
Terence Clarke, Adell C. Colosi, Edward 
& Catherine Crosby, Lois W. Deihle, 
Maria and Larry Fitzpatrick, Christine 
Groth Folsom, John and Cheryl Freer, 
Joe Genova, William and Joanne Haag, 
Sue and John Habbersett, Tavia Jane 
Harpending, Eleanor W. Hickman, 
Alice A. Holihan, Gretchen G. Hughes, 
Kathleen Hursh, Douglas and Doris 
Jones, Mary G. Kammerer, Vincent T. 
and Joan M. Keneally, Denise M. LaTart, 
Xiao Mei Liao, Richard Lill, Donald and 
Hyon Chu MacKinnon, Donna and Tony 
Manicone, Richard and Joan Markus, 
Kay McGuire, Barbara C. and Richard 
J. Miller, Thomas E. Morgan, William 
J. OʼConnor, Jr., Marianne P. Overcash, 
Becky and Gil Perkins, Ira Pogal, David 
and Gail Pogal, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
I. Prey, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick H. 
Quirin, George-Ann Schauffele, Joan 
M. Schimpf, Dr. and Mrs. James M. 
Stormont, Jim Tefft, June Wakefield, 
Julia Walsh, Carol and Rollie Zavada

Other Friends
Anonymous (9), Christine Anthony, 
Jane Arundel, Maeluise Barkin, Kathy 
Birk, Vicki Blackman, June Carter, Iosif 
Goldfarb, Mary M. Harmer, Marlene 
Logory, Jack and Paula Mansur, Bernard 
Schimmel, Musya Voskoboynik and 

Borukh Spektor, Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. 
Weiss

In-Kind Donations
Mary Jane Cary, Jane Plitt, Margaret 
Sanchez, Lynn Thurley, Nancy Todd, 
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.

Memorial Gifts
In Memory of Harvey F. Closs
Katherine Closs and family 

In Memory of Mary Axelrod Edelman
Jane Plitt and Jim Bruen 

In Memory of Eli Frankel
Gertrude Kash 

In Memory of Rita Gekas
Peter Giopulos

In Memory of Carol Modern
Theodore Modern

In Memory of Jack Neece
Jane Plitt and Jim Bruen 

In Memory of Grace V. Weinstein
Alan and Joyce Barasch, Michael and 
Joan Belgiorno, Patricia Bonawitz, 
Milton and Jean Daitz, Jane Doyle, 
Eleanor Hall, Robert W. and Carole 
Hendricks, Amy and Jon Hrichak, 
Doris G. Jones, Anne D. Kampmeier, 
Laura K. Lang, Alice Lewis, Nora and 
Tim Merriman, Norman and Jeanette 
Schwartz, Elaine Vitone, Megan and 
Alice Wood 
 
In Memory of Lou Weissman
Jane Plitt and Jim Bruen

Super Tutors/Tutor Mentor
Basic – Evening
Mary June Dowd - 392-3811
Paul Crough - 271-3787
Pamela Langdon - 546-7254
Basic – Daytime
Susan Boland  - 442-2844
Susan Brandt (Advanced     Basic 
only) - 248-5786
ESOL - Daytime
Cynthia Goldstein - 334-4557
Charlotte Klose – 377-5481
ESOL - Evenings
Malla Barker - 473-5327
Peg Warrick - 461-0939
Pamela Langdon - 546-7254



Literacy Volunteers of 
Rochester

Members of the Board of Directors

President, John Laurence
Vice President, Jon Lazenby, Esq.

Secretary, Sue Ellen Windsor
Treasurer, Gail Pogal

Nicole Kinglsey Brunner
Mary Consler 

Susan Donovan 
Kathleen Driscoll 

Cheryl Freer
Laura Garrison

Ed Hourihan, Esq.
Bernard F. Lillis
John Marshall

Nancy Mikiewicz 
Steve Moore

Michael C. Peterson 
Susan Spector

James Tiefenthal
Stephen R. VanArsdale, Esq.

Debbie Warren 
Peg Warrick

Members of the Staff
Shelley Alfieri, Administrative Assistant

Judy Emerson, Program Coordinator 
Robert Mahar, Executive Director

Mellissa Woodhams, Case Coordinator

Advisory Board
Ellen Arnold, Ed.D.

Ronald F. Chapuran, Esq.
John H. Cline

Stewart D. Davis, Esq.
Peter Giopulos, PhD.
Peter Greaves-Tunnell

Audrey Holly
Edgar R. Hopkins

Paul Keneally, Esq.
Rose-Marie B. Klipstein

Laurie Leo, CPA
Mary Palamar, Ph.D.

Marcia M. Rocco
Ray Warrick, ChFC

Literacy Volunteers of Rochester, Inc. 
249 Highland Avenue 
Rochester, NY 14620-3036 
Telephone: 585-473-3030 
Fax: 585-473-7478 
E-Mail: RMahar@literacyrochester.org 
website: www.literacyrochester.org

Office Hours
Monday-Friday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Saturday 9 am – Noon
(Closed May 14, 21 & 28)
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Save the Date:
Brain Game

October 6, 2005, Clarion Hotel

In the first week of February, veteran 
tutor Pamela Langdon began the first 
classes of an eight-week workshop, 
titled “Pronunciation Can Be Fun!” 
The workshop, designed for English 
Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), 
has twenty participants. Students spend 
1.5 hours each week learning about the 
signals for stressing the various parts of 
speech, intonation, rhythm, reduction of 
sounds used by native speakers and also 
working on specific linguistic problems 
they may be having. 

Pamela has been involved in Literacy 
Volunteers for 29 years.  She was raised 
outside the United States in a non-

English speaking environment. 

She has a strong personal interest in the 
difficulties encountered in learning a 
new language. Much of the workshop is 
spent encouraging students to try and be 
understood by one another by offering 
a low-stress environment to practice the 
“tunes” of English

This class, as well as other events, such 
as Games Night and “Cultures and 
Customs of Spring,” are intended to 
provide additional services to our ESOL 
students who are both waiting and 
matched with tutors.

Pronunciation Can Be Fun!
Judy Emerson, Program Coordinator & Pamela Langdon, Tutor
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